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ART & CHANGE f 
Thérése Chabot celebrates new gallery space 


PROJECT SHOWCASE 2 


Research funding up 77 per cent 


TOM O'CONNELL 


Students and entrepreneurs learn together 
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Hexagram forges 
ties in Europe 


KAREN HERLAND 





Hexagram, the Institute for Research/Creation in | 
Media Arts and Technologies, has signed cooper- | 


ation agreements with the University of London's 
Goldsmith's College and Rotterdam’s V2 Institute. 

Rosemary Mountain, Scientific Research 
Director for Hexagram and Assistant Chair of 
Concordia’s Music Department, said these agree- 
ments are “the tip of the iceberg” She expects 
more international partnerships in the coming 
months. 

Hexagram is a consortium of more than 70 uni- 
versity artistic creators and researchers, over half 
of whom are based at Concordia. They work with 
300 graduate students on multidisciplinary proj- 
ects in the media arts. 

The agreements will allow Hexagram and par- 
ticipants in the British and Dutch institutions to 


share research, funding, infrastructures and | 


installations. 

Mountain said the dozens of researchers 
involved in Hexagram have their own contacts in 
countries around the world. They will meet soon 
to decide which to pursue to develop similar 
partnerships to the ones just announced. 
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Members of Engineers Without Borders meet before heading off to the organization's fifth annual conference that recently took place 
in Ottawa. Front row, from left: Patrick Cristofaro, Farhad Agzamov, Jon Pallett, Anis Khan and Rob Austen. In the back, from left: 
John Baynton, Eval Azran, Georges Mikhael, Diane Cousineau, Andrea Spector, Emilie Lapointe and Sabahat Naureen. 


Technology put to work 
for developing countries 


Engineers Without Borders conference on UN goals 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Twelve Concordia Engineering students 
attended the fifth annual Engineers 
Without Borders (EWB) National 
Conference, held Jan. 18 to 21 in Ottawa. 

The aim of this year's event, “Looking 
Back and Moving Forward, was to ana- 
lyze how to meet the United Nations’ 
Millennium Development Goals. 

Launched in 2000, the goals seek, 
among other things, to halve global 
poverty and ensure every child has 
access to primary education by 2015 At 
the current rate, critics say these targets 
will not be met. 

Delegates from 22 chapters attended 
workshops about private sector devel- 
opment, the World Trade Organization, 


fair trade products and ethical tourism 
to learn how to raise awareness and 
encourage change. 

“Engineering is about applying the 
technical knowledge we've learned to 
help people. We've seen that develop- 
ment doesn’t work unless you take a sus- 
tainable approach; said fourth-year 
Mechanical Engineering student Jon 
Pallett. 

“Working to meet short-term goals 
may help people now, but won't neces- 
sarily lead to a lasting solution” 

The keynote speaker was Lt.-Gen. 
(Ret'd) Roméo Dallaire, who headed the 
UN’s mission in Rwanda during the '90s. 

A high point for second-year student 
Patrick Cristofaro, however, was listen- 
ing to the experiences of other students 


who have recently returned from intern- 
ships abroad. He too hopes to take his 
skills across borders before he com- 
pletes his degree. 

Diane Cousineau, president of the 
Concordia chapter, spent nearly four 
months in Mali last summer. She 
interned with a British NGO, WaterAid, 
which helps ensure a steady supply of 
potable water to communities. 

She said the work was rewarding, but 
it was a challenge to learn how to work 
in a culture with different norms. 

“Things are done at a different pace. 
In Canada, we're used to fax machines, 
cell phones, strict deadlines and receiv- 
ing answers right away. It was really frus- 
trating at the beginning. But you adapt’ 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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VIEWPOINT 


Whose Canada is it? 


“This election was, in one sense, about the future of the coun- 
try,’ says Communications Studies Professor Dennis Murphy. 

Murphy's work includes the study of propaganda and 
media/communication ethics. Elections are a prime opportuni- 
ty to consider these two fields and their inter-relationship. 

Murphy argued that both the Liberals and the 
Conservatives presented a conditional view of the country. 
Each party's values, spirit and strategies were not simply reflec- 
tive of policy choices, but were represented as a direction for 
the country as a whole. 

“From January 24th on, were about to replay this definition 
of who and what we are as a country, Murphy says. 

This perspective was captured in the tag-line to the 
Liberal’s much-maligned negative ad campaign “Choose Your 
Canada; which suggested that Paul Martin's Liberals had the 
correct perspective on the country’s future. 

As the campaign continued, Martin's definition of Canada 
relied increasingly on negating Stephen Harper's position. 
Harper was equally up to the task of rejecting Martin's positions 
and values by exhorting voters to “Stand up for Canada.’ Either 
party leader's “Canada” presumably did not include the other's 
values, according to Murphy. 

Nor was either leader necessarily evoking the traditions of 
his respective party. Stephen Harper's decentralization would 
be unrecognizable to Sir John A. MacDonald, Murphy thinks. 
Our first Prime minister literally tied us together with steel. 

“Party platforms centred on the issue of what Canada is at 
the moment; Murphy concluded. “It's easy to get caught up in 
the moment. An election is very immediate” 

Murphy suggests that we step back and look at the larger 
picture. 

“In our relatively short history, each generation has faced a 
crisis about what Canada is.” 

These crises have come in 30-year-odd cycles, at least back 
to the Patriotes in 1837, before there even was a country. Canada 
established itself with Confederation 30 years later, in part to 
avoid possible incursions from the south in the period following 
the American Civil War which had ended only three years earlier. 

Wars led to the next two crises, with conscription battles 
sometimes turning bloody during both World War I and IL. 
Finally, the FLQ crisis of the '70s also threatened to tear the 
country apart. 

“All of those previous situations involved violence and war- 
fare. In an information society, the war is played out with ideas; 
increasingly negative advertising being a manifestation of this 
development. The battle is won by destroying an opponent's 
image and credibility, instead of by taking lives. 

Murphy does not evoke this history of Canadian growing 
pains to lull us into complacency. He believes that the conflict 
between both party's definitions of what Canada represents is 
very real. But, even from the battleground, retaining the view of 
the bigger picture remains important. 

Murphy recalled a speech then Governor-General 
Adrienne Clarkson made to top Canadian media leaders two 
years ago. Canada today, she told her audience, is very different 
from the country it was during “your formative years. 

Clarkson stressed that the two biggest issues shaping the 
“new” Canada were immigration and globalization. 

Murphy said that the party best positioned to work with 
those phenomena is the one most likely to emerge at the top of 
this current skirmish. Ultimately, no party can be dictating val- 
ues. “They need to reflect our values’ 

When it comes to defining this country, it is their turn to 
listen. 

KAREN HERLAND 


Readers are invited to contact Barbara Black with ideas for future 
Viewpoints. Contact her by email at barblak@alcor.concordia.ca 











New faces and lively minds 
build research profile 


77 per cent increase in sponsored funding from 2002-03 to 2003-04 





Vice-Provost Research Truong Vo-Van is proud of the steady increase. 


BARBARA BLACK 


A showcase of about 15 
Concordia research projects is 
being launched under the leader- 
ship of Vice-Provost Research 
Truong Vo-Van and with the 
enthusiastic support of President 


’ Claude Lajeunesse. 


The five events, described as 
“interactive fora; start Jan. 30 
and will proceed throughout the 
term. They were organized to 
provide the incoming president 
with an overview of current 
research, but it seemed too good 
an opportunity to restrict, so fac- 
ulty and their interested stu- 
dents have been invited as well. 
Each will be accompanied by pri- 
vate visits to their related labora- 
tories by Lajeunesse. 

The five clusters of three pre- 
sentations have been organized 
along the lines set out in the uni- 
versity's strategic research plan, 
which was submitted to the 
Canada Research Chairs pro- 
gram in March 2005 It is avail- 
able at http://www.chairs.ge.ca/ 
web/program/srp/srp_list_e.asp. 

Accordingly, the five research 
areas are Manufacturing and 
Transportation Systems, Learn- 


ing Human Development and 
Human Environment, Inform- 
ation Technologies and their 
Basic Foundations, Health and 
Life Sciences, and Social and 
Economic Development in a 
Global Environment. 

CFI increase 

According to Vice-Provost 
Research Vo-Van, it’s a great way 
to highlight the fact that the uni- 
versity achieved a 77-per-cent 
increase in sponsored research 
funding between 2002-03 and 
2003-04. 

The biggest increase is attrib- 
utable to funding from the feder- 
al Canada Foundation for 
Innovation program, which 
jumped from $2.2 million to $8.9 
million in that period. 

Other sources, such as the 
major federal and provincial 
granting agencies, accounted for 
a nearly 36-per-cent increase, 
and industry contracts increased 
by nearly 35 per cent. 

Arts and Science, in particular, 
showed substantial increases in 
funding from CIHR (health sci- 
ences research) and SSHRC, the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council. The John 
Molson School of Business also 
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improved its SSHRC funding by 
132 per cent. 

The Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science improved 
its industry research by nearly 90 
per cent. Although research 
funded by NSERC (science and 
engineering) showed only a 
small increase, the rate of funded 
researchers was quite high. 
“There was also a healthy ten- 
dency to diversify funding 
sources, Vo-Van said. 

Not discouraged 

Much of the _ increased 
research activity is due to the 
new hires of the past seven or 
eight years, he explained. “These 
young researchers are full of 
fresh ideas, and they're not dis- 
couraged by occasional refusals 
— they just apply again” 

Between 1997 and 2004, 350 
new faculty members were 
recruited and hired, and over 
only the past two years, 
Concordia’s Canada Research 
Chairs have increased from two 
to 21. 

“Since 2002, the number of 
research grant applications has 
constantly increased, and sur- 
passed the 400 mark last year; 
Vo-Van said. The bottom line has 
been no less stunning. In 2003- 
04, research revenues increased 
to a total of more than $37 mil- 
lion and considerable publica- 
tion activities were also noted. 

In February, Vo-Van will be the 
host at a breakfast to celebrate 
recent award recipients (such as 
the University Research Awards, 
and the Petro-Canada Young 
Innovators), and in March there 
will be a reception for Canada 
Research Chairs and Concordia 
Research Chairs. President 
Claude Lajeunesse will attend 
both events. 

The first presentation of the 
Research Speakers Series on Jan. 
30, will feature Nadia Bhuiyan, 
Associate Director of the 
Concordia Institute of Aerospace 
Design and Innovation, Subhash 
Rakheja, Concordia Research 
Chair in Vehicular Dynamics, 
and Narayanswamy Sivakumar, 
Tier Il Canada Research Chair in 
Laser Metrology and Laser 
Micromachining. 

It will be held in EV 2.184, on 
the second floor of the new 
building, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Since space is limited, it would 
be wise to RSVP by contacting 
Vanessa.Buzzelli@concordia.ca in 
advance. 








Wayne Brake and the 
nature-nurture debate 


Neurobiologist on the development of anxiety 





Brake,seen above, giving his lecture, studied the effect of interference 
with nurturing maternal behaviour. 


SHANNON SMITH HOULE 


Psychology professor Wayne 
Brake has been researching the 
complex question of whether 
genes or environment deter- 
mine our actions: “Most of us 
agree now that it’s both” 

Brake gave the first lecture in 
this year’s colloquium series 
organized by the Centre for 
Studies in Behavioural Neuro- 
biology. 

He says it’s a mistake to look 
for an answer in just one place. 

“Studies show that college stu- 
dents who report their relation- 
ships at home to be cold or dis- 
tant are much more likely later 
on to experience a higher risk for 
depression and drug abuse. 

“What we're trying to get at is, 
does a nurturing, caring envi- 
ronment or a cold abusive rela- 
tionship change the way the 
brain develops? Can we change 
our genetic backdrop?” 

To investigate the question, 
Brake and his colleagues devel- 
oped a mouse model of neglect. 


Mice were an obvious choice 
because their genes are well 
understood and easy to manipu- 
late. Brake chose an inbred 
strain wherein each mouse is 
genetically identical. 

These inbred mice have 
become an important new tool 
in Brake’s research. “It’s about 
time, as behavioural neurobiolo- 
gists, that we tapped into this 
resource. 


Stress is caused by 
“what you inherit 
combined with the 
environment as you 


grow up” 


Wayne Brake 


In order to model neglect, 
Brake separated mother mice 
from their young pups for brief 
periods of time. 

The day after these separa- 
tions, the mother mice did not 
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groom their pups as much as 
mothers who had never been 
separated. When their male off- 
spring became adults, they 
showed higher levels of anxious 
behaviour. Brake was curious 
about what would be found in 
the female offspring. 

“We know that levels of anxi- 
ety are affected by levels of cir- 
culating estrogen and proges- 
terone. Estrogen and proges- 
terone are female sex hormones 
found in both mice and humans. 
Levels of the two hormones vary 
across the menstrual cycle in 
women, and across a similar 
four-day cycle in mice. 

Female mouse offspring who 
had been separated from their 
mothers while they were young 
showed less anxious behaviour, 
but only during certain periods 
of their four-day cycle. 

Brake then did a gene-chip 
analysis. Gene-chip analysis lets 
researchers screen samples for 
gene expression to quickly deter- 
mine which genes are turned 
“on” or “off” 

In his study, the genes for 
growth factors, proteins linked 
to the growth and maturation of 
neurons, were particularly 
affected. 

According to Brake, his model 
shows that interference with 
normal maternal behaviour 
across just seven days in the 


mouse “can dramatically change 


the expression of genes in the 
prefrontal cortex.” 

Stress and anxiety are caused 
by “what you inherit combined 
with the environment as you 
grow up.” 

Brake did his doctorate at 
McGill and his postdoctoral 
research at Rockefeller Univers- 
ity. He began teaching at the 
University of California in 2001 
and was hired at Concordia in 
2005. 

He said he loves his new posi- 
tion. : 

“I have a lot of colleagues 
whose work overlaps with mine, 
and I like the students because 
they tend to be naturally inter- 
ested” 

His favourite part of the job, 
aside from the research, is having 
undergraduate students come 
into the lab. “That level of men- 


toring is extremely rewarding” 
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ACCOLADES 


Harold Simpkins (Marketing) was quoted in Andy Riga’s election 
column in The Gazette on Jan. 19 about the savage online parodies 
of Liberal campaign ads. He told Riga, “The backlash is coming 
from people saying Paul Martin is desperate. When we smell des- 
peration it’s not unusual for us to turn on the person in dire straits” 
Simpkins was also interviewed on 940 News radio. 


Qo 


Political Science professor André Lecours was quoted on several 
websites about the federal election, including Branchez-Vous. 


 ~@Q 


Ulrike de Brentani (Marketing) won the Best Paper Award - 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Track at the Australia and New 
Zealand Marketing Academy Conference, held last month. The 
paper, co-authored with Susan E. Reid of Bishop's University, is 
titled “The Impact of Market Vision on Early Success with Lead 
Users: The Case for Radically New High-Tech Products: 


~oS 


President Claude Lajeunesse helped choose the Personality of 
the Year for La Presse and Radio-Canada. The jury, made up of 
Quebec university presidents, chose Dr. Sarah Bellemare, 33, who 
performed a new surgical procedure for the first time in Quebec 
that saved a young man's life. A televised gala was held Jan. 15 to 
celebrate her achievement and those of 52 others who were identi- 
fied as Personalities of the Week throughout 2005 


~oQo 


Only one Canadian feature is in competition at Sundance, the pre- 
miere American film festival. Eve and the Fire Horse, which is 
about a Chinese-Canadian family in Vancouver, was produced by 
BFA Film Production grad Eric Paulsson (BFA Specialization in 
Film Production, 96) and shot by another, Nicolas Bolduc. It 
opens commercially across Canada on Jan. 27. There are 73 short 
films in contention at Sundance (Jan. 19 to 26), and of the five 
directed by Canadians, two were directed by BFA Film Production 
graduates, Maxim Giroux and Louise Bourque. 


 N@Qo 


The documentary Being 
Osama, by Communication 
Studies professor Tim Schwab 
(right) and Mahmoud 
Kaabour had its Middle East- 
ern premiere at the Dubai 
International Film Festival 
recently. Schwab spoke at the 
festival, as did Kaabour, his for- 
mer student, who now lives in 
Dubai. The film documents the 
lives of six Montrealers named 
Osama in the aftermath of 9/11. 
It has been seen on Canadian 
television and is available from 
Concordia University Libraries. 


~Qo 


Congratulations to playwright Nicolas Billon, who studied 
English in 1999-2000. He is one of 10 outstanding theatre people 
from across Canada who will work and study for the next two years 
with the Soulpepper Academy, an offshoot of the remarkable 
Toronto-based Soulpepper theatre company. Applicants must have 
at least four years’ experience, and they are paid a $30,000 yearly 
salary thanks to a charitable foundation. Billon went on from his 
year at Concordia to Soulpepper's Directors Lab and the Stratford 
Conservatory, and his plays The Measure of Love and The Elephant 
Song have been produced at the Stratford Festival. 


~oe 


Provost Martin Singer was quoted regarding Concordia’s notable 
growth in young faculty members and enrolment in an article in 
the National Post on Jan. 18. The article starts this way: “Montreal's 
four universities are undergoing a renaissance that has turned 
them into one of the city's hottest job sectors, “ 
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Budget dominates Board 
meeting: Deficit has 
multiple sources 


LAURIE ZACK 


The final financial results for the 
2004-05 fiscal year and the pro- 
posed deficit budget for 2005-06 
dominated the discussion at the 
Jan. 19 Board of Governors 
meeting. 

Vice-President Finance Larry 
English presented an overview of 
the financial situation and identi- 
fied several key factors that con- 
tributed to the larger than expect- 
ed deficit for 2004-05 and that led 
to the development of a deficit 
budget for the current year. 

Among them were the salary 
increases linked to proposed and 
signed collective agreements 
with employees, interest pay- 
ments on bonds and costs relat- 
ed to the building expansion and 
reduced building funding from 
the government. 

The discussion clarified the 
need for vigilant management 
and planning around the budget 
process and particularly con- 
cerning the budget impact of col- 
lective agreements. 

President Lajeunesse said the 
2006-07 budget will be presented 
to the Board in May so it can be 
approved before the beginning of 
the new fiscal year. Moreover, the 
budget will be multi-year in 
nature. 

He also said that despite the 
budget situation, hiring of close 
to 50 new tenure-track profes- 
sors would go ahead. He 
explained that the quality of 
teaching and research remains 
paramount despite the difficult 
budget situation. 

Provost Martin Singer, in 
response to a question about fund- 
ing of the library, explained that he 
is trying to secure funding of at 
least $1 million a year for library 
acquisitions. Funding for the 
library was second only to faculty 
hiring in terms of his priorities. 

The Provost also announced 
the highest-ever FTE (full-time 


equivalent student) count at the 
university: 23,967, up 3 per cent 
over last year. The growth was 
predominantly among under- 
graduate students. 

Work remains to be done to 
realize the goal outlined in the 
Provost's academic plan, Moving 
Ahead, of attaining a 20-per-cent 
graduate student population at 
the university. The current enrol- 
ment situation further reinforces 
the importance of the new Vice- 
President Research nd 
Graduate Studies position. 

Confirmed members of the 
Advisory Search Committee for 
the Vice-President, Research and 
Graduate Studies were announc- 
ed: Claude Lajeunesse, President 
and Vice-Chancellor (chair); 
Brian Edwards, Board (commu- 
nity at large); June Chaikelson, 
Board (faculty); Michael Carney, 
full-time faculty (John Molson 
School of Business); Michael 
Longford, full-time faculty (Fine 
Arts); Marlene Bonneau, part- 
time faculty; Nabil Esmail, Dean 
Engineering and Computer 
Science; Martin Singer, Provost 
and Vice-President, Academic 
Affairs; Joanne Beaudoin, admin- 
istrative and support staff. 

Confirmed members of the 
Advisory Search Committee for 
the Dean of the John Molson 
School of Business are: Martin 
Singer, Provost and Vice- 
President, Academic Affairs 
(chair); Jonathan Wener, Board 
(community at large); Sally Cole, 
Board ( faculty); Jean Freed, part- 
time faculty, elected by the part- 


time faculty in the JMSB; 


Catherine Wild, Dean of Fine 
Arts; Julie St-Germain, under- 
graduate student. 

The agenda item related to the 
evaluation committee for the 
Dean of Engineering and 
Computer Science was deferred 
until the next Board meeting in 


February. 


Remembering Harvey Shulman 


A memorial service will be held 
for Harvey Shulman on Thurs- 
day, Feb.\9, at 4 p.m. in the D.B. 
Clarke Theatre, accessible from 
the lobby of the Henry F. Hall 
Building. 


Professor Shulman was a valued 
professor in the _ History 
Department and with the Liberal 
Arts College. He was also Vice- 
President of the Concordia 
University Faculty Association. 


Chris Mota: Director, Media Relations 





Chris (Christine) Mota has been 
appointed director of the newly 
created Media Relations 
Department, effective Jan. 3. 

She is a Concordia graduate 
who has worked at the university 
for 12 years in Public Relations, 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations and most recently in 
Public Affairs and Government 
Relations. 

Prior to coming to Concordia, 
she spent 15 years working in 
broadcasting in Montreal as a 
reporter, newscaster, producer 


and talk show host. 

As Director of Media Rela- 
tions, she will analyze the media 
relations needs of the university, 
individual units and specific 
projects in order to increase 
Concordia’s public profile. 

As a member of University 
Communications, headed by 
John Parisella, she will work to 
increase Concordia’s_ recruit- 
ment and fundraising opportuni- 
ties. 

Congratulations on your new 
position, Chris. 


Robert Rivard: Security Operations Manager 


Robert Rivard has been appointed 
Security Operations Manager, 
effective Jan. 3, reporting to 
Security Director Jean Brisebois. 

He will be responsible for the 
supervision of Security personnel 
on both campuses, including the 
planning and direction of the work 
of shift supervisors and dispatch- 
ers, employee training, work 
assignment, staff performance 
and coaching. 

He will also foster good commu- 
nity relations and awareness of 
Security operations and programs, 
and advises internal clients on 
security matters. 

Rivard comes to Concordia after 
a long career in operational and 


administrative work with various Pope John Paul II, and the G-7 
government security groups. Most Summit at Montebello. 

Welcome to your new post, 
Robert. 


recently, he was regional manager 
for the Canadian Air Transport 
Security Authority (CATSA) and 
was concerned with security 
issues at various airports across 
Quebec. 

Before that, he worked at 
Transport Canada and was 
responsible for airport security at 
the Montréal-Trudeau Airport and 
maritime security in Quebec ports, 
ships and maritime installations. 
During a 28-year career in the 
RCMP, Rivard led several operation 
teams including those responsible 
for the Montreal Olympics, state 
visits by the Queen Elizabeth II and 


Combine engineering, activism 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


She and Pallett agreed intern- 
ships are a superb way for stu- 
dents to develop their “soft skills,” 
such as effective communication 
and team-building, which new 
graduates usually don’t get to do 
in a corporate milieu. 

Andrea Spector worked in 
Senegal last summer with an 
NGO in cashew-nut processing 
and micro-scale irrigation. 

The Concordia chapter also 
recently received a visit from 
McGill graduate Louis Dorval, 
one of the founders of Scala, an 
information technology project 
that provides 15 communities 


in the Philippines with life 
skills and computer literacy 
training. 

The EWB-administered project 
has won several awards, includ- 
ing a UN Global Knowledge 
Youth Education Award at that 
organization's World Summit on 
the Information Society, held in 
Geneva in 2003. 

Engineers Without Borders 
has a membership of nearly 
4,000 students nationwide. Last 
summer, it sent 35 delegates on 
internships in developing 
countries. For more informa- 
tion on its accomplishments 
and activities, please visit 
http://concordia.ewb.ca. 


Philip Gore memorial 


Philip Gore, a former manager of 
the Loyola and Concordia 
Bookstores from the mid-1960s to 
1976, died Dec. 17 in Sydney, N.S., 
after a brief illness. Our sympa- 
thies are extended to his family. 


A memorial service will be held 
Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. at the Loyola 
Chapel. Friends are invited to 
join the family after the service at 
Honey Martin Restaurant/Pub, 
5916 Sherbrooke St. W. 
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Library survey will aid in planning 


KAREN HERLAND 





Whether writing a paper for a 
conference or credit, chances are 
you will need to know what has 
been said before about your 
topic. Which often means a trip 
to the library. 

Universities are about research 
and the exchange of ideas, and the 
library facilitates both. Some 
material can be accessed online, 
but the library should have the 
material you need when you need 
it. It should also provide a quiet 
place to study, prepare projects 
and develop ideas. 

To enable you to do that, equip- 
ment, space and resources should 
be accessible and the collection 
must reflect current trends and 
theories. Those resources are 
required for every member of our 
45 departments and five colleges. 
It’s a tall order to fill. 

Concordia’s libraries are a year 
into a planning exercise to ensure 
that their services and facilities 
meet users’ needs. A survey 
seemed like a systematic way to 
assess how things were going, 
“but were already short-staffed 
and don't have the time or 
resources, Bill Curran, Director of 
Libraries, said. 

Last fall, a six-person working 





group was formed. Joanna Duy is 
responsible for the group in addi- 
tion to her role as head of 
Periodicals and Media Services at 
the Webster Library. 

“We get feedback at the desk, 
but we've never had a standard- 
ized way of getting feedback from 
users, ” Duy said. “I'm really look- 
ing forward to hearing the range 
of comments from our users.” 

The group is using a standard- 
ized survey that was developed by 
the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL) and Texas A&M 
University to measure academic 
library user satisfaction. Lib- 
QUAL+ has been used by over 500 
institutions, including McGill and 
Université de Montréal, since the 
ARL adapted it in 2001. The survey 
covers everything from services to 
environment and collections. 

“There's no point in trying to 
reinvent the wheel. I'm enthused 
that this survey has proven its 
worth; Curran said. He added that 
using an already established 
method is both more reliable, and 
cost efficient than starting from 
scratch. The working group 
obtained the assistance of the 
Registrar's Office and ITS in dis- 
tributing the survey at Concor-dia. 
Starting Feb. 1, 1,500 undergradu- 
ates, 800 graduate students and 


But are they happy? User satisfaction with the library's collection, se 


900 faculty members across all dis- 
ciplines will be solicited via email 
to participate in the 15-minute 
online survey. Respondents will be 
able to identify the library they use 
most often (Webster or Vanier) 
and, through their responses, will 
provide data on both users’ experi- 
ence and expectations. 

Results will be collected at the 
end of February and tabulated by 
LibQUAL+’s developers. They can 


then be compared across institu- 
tions, or over years, to measure 
progress. 

Respondents will remain com- 
pletely anonymous. Providing an 
email address enters them in a 
draw for bookstore gift certifi- 
cates and an iPod Nano. 

“Getting a large response will be 
key; Curran stressed. Responses 
from a range of users will help 
identify trouble spots, and ways to 





rvices and facilities will be surveyed. 





develop both libraries in the future. 

Curran expects the results to 
confirm what staff already know; 
for instance, that there is a lack of 
study space at Webster. The 
results will also be better able to 
identify user needs so that if the 
library expands, they can allocate 
the new space effectively. 

“We really want to provide top- 
notch service for our users,’ 
Curran said. 


JMSB team takes academic gold at Commerce Games 


ALLISON MARTENS 





The team from the John Molson 
School of Business (JMSB) were 
awarded academic gold mention 
for putting in the top overall aca- 
demic performance at the 18th 
annual Commerce Games, held 
Jan. 6 to 9 in Quebec City. 





Kudos for top academic per- 
formance go to the highest-scoring 
team in the 11 academic events: 
Nine case competitions, debate 
and stock exchange simulation. 

The 75-student team also 
earned its highest overall points 
ranking ever, scoring 859 out of 
100. 


The Jeux de Commerce is a bilin- 
gual competition that brings 
undergraduate students together 
every January to flex their business 
muscles and enjoy social events. 

This year, 11 schools from across 
the province, as well as the 
University of Ottawa and 
Université de Moncton, squared 


off in the annual competition. 

Coach Mark Haber reported 
that it was a “very competitive 
battle” 

“The bar is getting higher. The 
schools are continually getting 
better and we're very proud of our 
performance’ 

It was the sixth time the JMSB 


This year’s JMSB Commerce Games organizing committee. From left: Nicholas Beaudry, Chris Daigle, Bart Sitarz, Benoit Girard, Catherine Barry, 
Steven Bento, Cameron Fortin, coach Mark Haber and Eric Blanchette. 


team has won academic gold in 
the last eight years. 

That’s how long Haber has 
been teaching his business case 
studies course, which serves as 
the training ground for partici- 
pants in the case competition, 
where students apply their busi- 
ness expertise to a series of busi- 
ness conundrums. 

The case competition alone 
counts for a total of 54 points, 
more than half of the possible 100 
points to be earned. Factor in the 
debate and stock simulation, and 
the academic sector accounts for 
two-thirds of total available 
points. Sports and other competi- 
tions make up the rest. 

The JMSB team came in third 
place overall. The Université de 
Montréal-affiliated Ecole des 
hautes études commerciales 
(HEC) took first with 88.2 points 
and host team Université Laval 
was second with 88. 

Haber added the JMSB team is 
looking forward to a golden per- 
formance at next year’s event. 
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Sleep, eat and go with Francois Morelli 


Multidisciplinary artist strips everyday actions to their essence 


SHANNON SMITH HOULE 





When Francois Morelli tied 
two pieces of canvas around his 
feet and traversed the city of 
Montreal by foot, bus and metro 
in 1974, he knew it was art. 
Morelli was then a student at 
Concordia University. 

“The mechanical action of the 
body was central to perform- 
ance/body live art” in the art 
world at that time, explained the 
Studio Arts professor. He pre- 
sented works spanning 30 years 
of his career at a lecture at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
(MMFA) on Jan.18. 

Morelli has presented in solo 
exhibits, collective exhibits and 
as performance pieces in such 
cities as Bogota, Palermo and 
Lethbridge, Alberta. His materi- 
als of choice have included pho- 
tographs, stamp and _ stencil 
works, soup, mattress sculptures 
and, more often than not, the 
accompanying gestures and per- 
formances. 

“The gesture is linked to. the 
process,’ he explained, “and to a 
certain extent, to the ritual.” 


Alumna 


BARBARA BLACK 





Rhodes Scholar Carol Mc-Queen 
returned here to her alma mater 
last week with a message of hope 
from eastern Africa. After the grim 
speech by Paul Rusesaba-gina, the 
hero of Hotel Rwanda, and last 
November's conference on the 
Darfur crisis, that was reassuring. 

McQueen, one of the star pupils 
of the Liberal Arts College and 
genocide scholar Frank Chalk, has 
just returned from three years in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), where she was a 
political officer with the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Mission. 

In a seminar to Chalk’s gradu- 
ate students and a public speech 
on Jan. 20, she explained why 
there is reason for optimism. 

When we hear reports of vio- 
lence against civilians from Cote 
d'Ivoire and Darfur, she said, “It’s 
easy to be negative. But it’s impor- 
tant to see how much progress 
we've made in 10 years.” 

International opinion is inching 
towards a-more nuanced defini- 
tion of sovereignty. McQueen said 





This image, courtesy of Francois Morelli, is part of a tour he did with the 


sculpture on his back. 


The Montreal native graduated 
with a BFA at Concordia in 1975, 


the 1991 UN Security Council 
debate over the fate of the Kurds 
in Iraq was an uncomfortable one, 
with few members willing to 
entertain the idea of helping an 
oppressed minority to protect 
them from genocide or ethnic 
cleansing. 

Moreover, experts in interna- 
tional law she consulted at the 
time were cautious, largely 
because there were few legal 
precedents for interference in a 
nation’s internal affairs. 

That is starting to change. In 
2004, a high-level UN panel 
endorsed the principle that every 
state has a responsibility for the 
protection of its own people; 
when a state cannot or will not 
protect its citizens from genocide 
or massive violations of human 
rights, its sovereignty yields to 
other states’ responsibility to pro- 
tect them. The Security Council 
has not yet reached a formal con- 
sensus on this third-party use of 
force, McQueen admitted, but “at 
least they are talking about it” 

She has just published a book 
with British academic publishing 


and then completed a MFA at 
Rutgers University in 1983. He 





worked as a professor in New 
York City until 1991. Then he 
returned to Quebec, first teach- 
ing at Université du Québec a 
Trois Riviéres until 1996 and then 
at Concordia. 

The lecture, entitled “Dormir, 
Manger, Marcher; was part of the 
Defiant Imagination lecture 
series presented by Concordia, 
the MMFA and the Montreal 
Museum of Contemporary Arts. 
“I chose three essential gestures 
from daily life,’ explained the 
artist, “Eating, sleeping, and 
walking” The gestures may be 
simple, but for Morelli, their sym- 
bolism has always been complex 
and engaged. 

In 1983 he staged a narrative 
performance, Minamata a Alma, 
which illustrated the effects of 
mercury poisoning in Minamata, 
Japan. The performance took 
place in Alma, QC whereAlcan 
had dumped mercury into the 
local water system for years and 
“there was more mercury in the 
fish than in a thermometer: 

As the Iraq war began in 2003, 
Morelli presented Blood Bath, 
Soup Bath in a former American 


Carol McQueen, here with Frank Chalk, sees hope in UN initiatives. 


house Palgrave MacMillan called 
Humanitarian Intervention and 
Safety Zones: Iraq, Bosnia and 
Rwanda. In it, she describes three 
international efforts to establish 
and maintain “safety zones” for 
beleaguered minorities within 
states — and why they failed. 
Reading Lt.-Gen. (Ret) Dallaire’s 
account of his disastrous UN peace- 
keeping experience in his book, 


Shake Hands With the Devil, she 
noticed that he “seemed to be a 
one-man show; having to conduct 
endless meetings as well as being 
military leader. That wouldn't hap- 
pen now. In the recent mission in 
DRC, McQueen was one of 
“between 100 and 300 civilian offi- 
cers work to advance the political 
process, leaving the military free to 
address security threats” 
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can factory as part of the Espaces 
Emergents event. 

“T filled up the bath with toma- 
to sauce and basil and bathed? 
Morelli explained. 

The gesture was a war protest, 
and an opportunity to juxtapose 
commercial enterprise against 
family enterprise. His wife and 
son cooked and canned the soup 
for audience members, who 
could take the cans home and 
give donations to a soup kitchen 
in exchange. 

Audience participation has 
often been part of Morelli’s per- 
formances. In 2005 he put up 
posters in several French towns 
advertising an exchange of his 
art for a meal. He participated in 
22 such exchanges, making sten- 
cil and stamp murals in homes 
across France as part of the Home 
Wall Drawing project. 

“The project was wonderful, 
because it was accessible to any- 
one” Morelli explained. He will 
present a new exhibit featuring 
marionettes on the theme of ven- 
triloquism: later this year at La 
Biennale du Havre in Le Havre, 
France. 


She said that for a peacekeep- 
ing mission to work, the mandate 
must be clear and robust, there 
must the be authority and the 
capacity to use force and there 
must be proper command and 
control mechanisms. All these 
conditions were present in the 
Congo mission, and she felt that 
although it wasn’t always smooth 
sailing, much bloodshed had been 
prevented. 

One of her former colleagues in 
the UN mission, who had been a 
demobilization officer in DRC, 
was less sanguine. He said a 
strong, reliable, incorruptible 
police force and army are also 
essential, or demobilized soldiers 
will eventually drift into another 
lawless militia. 

McQueen has just taken a post 
with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in Ottawa as a member ofa 
stabilization and reconstruction 
task force aimed at assisting 
failed and fragile states. Her talk 
at Concordia was sponsored by 
the Liberal Arts College and the 
Montreal Institute for Genocide 
Studies, 
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Multimedia lecture reflects 
Montanaro’s approach to dance 


IRENE CASELLI 





Michael Montanaro entertained 
an audience in the Black Box 
space in the new EV Building on 
Jan. 11 with tap dancing, the 
explanation of complex techno- 
logical models and videos of cir- 
cus acrobats. 

His presentation, titled “One 
Step at a Time: From Circuits to 
Circus; reflected the eclectic 
personality of the Contemporary 
Dance professor, who chose an 
unconventional way to discuss 
his past work and future projects. 

Montanaro started dancing at 
the age of three. He screened one 
of those early performances to 
launch a multimedia presenta- 
tion that traced his path as a 
dancer, composer, musician, 
actor and choreographer. 

His mother had encouraged 
him to take up dancing when he 
was young because it was thought 
for a time that he had epilepsy (he 
didn't),-and»she hoped dancing 
could get him an easy job. He was 
glad she did. “When you teach 
dance, you don't have a lot of 
work to do,’ he joked. 

Montanaro has never lacked 
projects to work on. Since his 1974 
graduation from the Hartford 


Conservatory, he has performed 
with ballet groups in the United 
States and Canada. He choreo- 
graphed dozens of works for the 
new dance laboratory Le Groupe 
de la Place Royale and created a 
vast repertoire of experimental 
shows with his own company, 
Montanaro Dance. 

Since 2001, he has worked as a 
choreographer for the Cirque du 
Soleil's Varekai, now on a 12-year 
world tour. However, his 
favourite research area is the 
interaction between performers 
and technology. 

Before he began teaching at 
Concordia in 1998, he collaborat- 
ed with multimedia artists at the 
University of Arizona's Institute 
for Studies in the Arts on a work 
using video sensing technology. 

The result, Time in the Eye of 
the Needle, gives the dancers 
almost total control of the per- 
formance. The sound and light 
effects are triggered by their 
movements on stage. 

Now on sabbatical, Montanaro 
is exploring how to redesign per- 
formance space. He says the 
ideal sensing environment 
should integrate reactions from 
the audience and be flexible, giv- 
ing performers more space to 
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Montanaro, a researcher with the Hexagram arts facility, outside the 


Black Box space in the EV building. 


improvise. 

Although his research projects 
focus on mixed media, Montan- 
aro is aware of their limits. 

“Integrating human beings in a 
technological environment can 
be somehow cold; he said. “One 
has to bring back humanity’ 

As a teacher, he doesn’t push 
multimedia. “I help students 
learn how to control the tools 
they already have, rather than 
ask them to look outside. Theirs 
is a journey of self-discovery of 
their creativity, he said. 

In 2004, he developed a month- 
ly performance of works in 
progress by Fine Arts students. 
These cabarets incorporate 
music, dance, theatre and videos 
in a black box environment. 

The next show will take place 
on Feb. 17 at 8 p.m. in Room TJ- 
303, 7315 Terrebonne St., on the 
Loyola Campus. 

Montanaro’ lecture was part 
of the Defiant Imagination lec- 
ture series organized by the 
Faculty of Fine Arts with the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
and the Montreal Museum of 
Contemporary Art. Please visit 
hitp://fofa.concordia.ca/news to 
view the complete list of 
events. 


New show explores the theme of change in life and Fine Arts Faculty 


Thérése Chabot, associate pro- 
fessor in Studio Arts, and Lynn 
Beavis, co-ordinator of the 
Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery, are 
at the opening of Hiver Rouge, 
Chabot’s show. 

The show, which runs until 
Feb. 19, is in the window space 
on the ground floor of the EV 
building while the new FOFA 
gallery fronting Ste, Catherine St. 
is being finished. 

Beavis hopes the new gallery 
will be open by early summer. 
Interior walls need to be 
installed and the floor must be 
lifted by 18 inches to bring it to 
the desired height. A system of 
grids also must be put in the ceil- 
ing to allow for lights and work 
to be suspended. 

An outdoor sculpture garden is 
planned for a street-level nook 
just outside the gallery. Sculpture 
placed there will have to be suffi- 
ciently durable to be able to 
withstand our harsh climate. 


Hiver Rouge includes flowers 
Chabot grows from seed. The 
flowers witness “the cycle of life 
and the rituals that accompany 
the seasons, and her work is 
“about nature, my position as a 
woman and a feminist” 

It harmonizes with architec- 
ture of the long, narrow display 
windows in which it is shown. 

A video in the show looks at 
passages in a womans life and 
the search for “a voice that is 
melodious through these 
changes” 

The video also refers to the 
transformation undergone by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts in its 
move of several departments, 
including Photography, Print 
Media and Fibres, to the new 
Integrated Engineering, Comp- 
uter Science and Visual Arts 
Complex. It touches on “the 
excitement of the promise of the 
new, along with “mourning for 
the ones left behind’ 





Thérése Chabot (left) and Lynn Beavis share a laugh at the vernissage for Chabot's Hiver Rouge. 
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Ethnographic filmfest explores 
tourism and documentary 


Culture vultures, film fans and 
scholars alike will not want to 
miss this year’s edition of the 
Ethnographic Film Festival of 
Montreal (FFEM) Jan. 27 to Feb. 2. 

The film festival is a collabora- 
tive effort of the sociology and 
anthropology departments from 
Concordia, McGill, Université de 
Montréal and now Université 
Laval, is participating for the first 
time. 

Each university hosts a day of 
screenings, guest lecturers and 
discussions. The event is now in 
its third year and will feature 
more than 35 films plucked from 
the far corners of the globe. 

“Most of our submissions came 
from India and Mexico, so those 
countries are primary contribu- 
tors, said Sarah Butler, a 
Concordia Anthropology student 
who is on the organizing commit- 
tee. 

Another organizer, Mariann 
K6ves, said that they focused on 
student-produced films, most of 
which are 30 minutes to an hour 
long. 

Given the enormous breadth of 
ethnography, the study of human 
cultures, Butler said organizers 
grappled with the question of 
what makes an ethnographic 
film. 

“The lines between ethno- 
graphical films and documen- 
taries are hard to determine,’ she 


said. 

As scholars, ethnographers try 
to take an objective position with 
regard to their subjects, although 
there is still much debate on how 
this can be achieved while using 
a traditionally creative medium. 

Butler said one “hot-button” 
topic in anthropology right now 
is the culture of tourism. In their 
efforts to get closer to the cul- 
tures they wish to explore, vaca- 
tioners are often unwittingly 
pushed further away. 

This theme is explored in The 
Culture Show, in which the 
Chinese village of Xianren trans- 
forms itself into a model tourist 
attraction. It will be screened at 
Concordia’s De Seve Cinema on 
Jan. 29 at 5:20 p.m. 

Ethnographers must work 
quickly to document cultural 
shifts, before they become as 
passé as the pager, portable CD 
player or Ugg boots. 

“Culture is always changing. 
The second you make an ethno- 
graphic film it’s already history. 
It’s over. It’s so fleeting’ Butler 
said. 

The FFEM touches down in the 
De Séve Cinema on Jan. 29 from 
12:30 to 10 p.m. 

For full listings of events, visit 
http://anthro.umontreal.ca/varia/ 

Sfem06/ 


ALLISON MARTENS 


Author-undertaker to read 


On Feb. 3, poet and essayist 
Thomas Lynch will read from 
Booking Passage: We Irish and 
Americans, a travelogue and 
memoir. 

Born in Detroit, Lynch has 
been the director of the Lynch & 
Sons funeral home in Milford, 
Michigan, for the past 30 years. 
Alan Ball, creator of the HBO 
series Six Feet Under, cites Lynch 
as one of the series’ major inspi- 
rations, calling him a “brilliant, 
soulful writer.” 

Lynch is also the author of 
three collections of poetry and of 
The Undertaking: Life Studies 
From A Dismal Trade, which won 
an American Book Award and 
was a finalist for the National 
Book Award. 

This will be the last reading of 
the academic year in the Writers 


Read at Concordia series, which 
is held in conjunction with Blue 
Metropolis. It takes place at 7:30 
p.m. in the J. A. DeSéve Cinema, 
1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
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Students say YES to experience 
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Tom O'Connell brings entrepreneurs to his business classroom with great results. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Seventy per cent of new business- 
es don't survive their first year. 

Students at the John Molson 
School of Business (JMSB) are 
taught how thousands of vari- 
ables from location to customer 
loyalty to quality control might 
throw them off the path to suc- 
cess. 

Add external factors like 
changes in the cost of raw materi- 
als, and “there's always a reason 
not to start a business; said Tom 
O'Connell, of JMSB’s Manage- 
ment Department. 

O'Connell watched students in 
the program become more cau- 
tious as they neared graduation. 
“They are strongly socialized with 
logical, rational thinking” 

A few years ago, O'Connell was 
invited by Youth Employment 
Services (YES) to lecture to begin- 
ning entrepreneurs. YES is a local 
non-profit service whose man- 
date has expanded from job- 
search programs for English- 
speaking youth to include sup- 
port for entrepreneurs and artists. 

When he spoke to budding 
businesspeople full of enthusiasm, 
O'Connell saw the potential for a 
match. Last summer, he paired 
YES entrepreneurs with third-year 
students who would do their mar- 
ket research and help them devel- 
op a concrete business plan. 

The experiment was so suc- 
cessful that now about 100 stu- 
dents in five sections of the course 
are busy meeting future moguls 
for the first time. 

Students select projects from a 
list of hopefuls that are screened 
by YES. “The entrepreneur needs 
to be beyond the exploration 


stage and should have done some 
work ahead of time; said Louise 
Anne Coté, Entrepren-eurship 
Program Director at YES. 
Students work in teams of four or 
five and complete a series of 
assignments after an initial meet- 
ing with their chosen entrepre- 
neur. 

The pairing is not always seam- 
less. 

“The entrepreneurs just know 
it’s going to work and the stu- 
dents think they are too quick, 
and don't do their research? 
O'Connell said. “But after a while, 
the entrepreneurs see the value of 
research and the students can 
understand instinct and the 
power of a compelling vision” 

Lisa Knight has been working 
with YES since last year, when she 


“After a while, the 
entrepreneurs see 
the value of 
research — and the 
students can under- 
stand the power of 
instinct.” 

Tom O'Connell 


first dreamed up the idea of rent- 
ing baby gear to people with 
young children who are temporar- 
ily in Montreal for their work. 

“I knew I needed a business 
plan. But I'd get home and have a 
lot of trouble pinpointing the 
points I needed to know, Knight 
said. She is eager to meet with her 
student team, who will develop a 
plan tailored to her needs. 


“Tt will help guide me in the 
direction I need. Even when I 
expand, I don’t want to lose the 
vision? 

O'Connell said that some entre- 
preneurs stubbornly hold on to 
key elements of their business 
vision (a location close to their 
homes, for instance) despite stu- 
dent research that suggests it 
won't work. 

“It’s frustrating, but learning 
comes from frustration; he said. 

The students cannot simply 
document the original vision of 
the entrepreneur in the business 
plan; the plan must be academi- 
cally sound, based on solid 
research and a market-driven 
need. The entrepreneurs are free 
to use the material produced by 
the students as they see fit. 

“We want people to participate 
who will be able to learn from the 
process,’ Cété said. 

Francois Desmond’s T-shirt 
screen-printing and embroidery 
company, Silver Tiger Printing, 
was one of the first projects to 
benefit from the arrangement. 

He has since opened up a loft 
space, and used the students’ 
business plan as the basis for a 
funding request for startup cash. 

“I definitely recommend the 
program. It’s great to get input 
from people who are studying this 
full time” Desmond said. 

He was impressed with the 
marketing and promotional ideas 
the students presented, as well as 
with the students themselves. 

In fact, some of them 
expressed interest in working 
with him, and he said he would 
seriously consider them when he 
gets to the hiring stage. 
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Concordia software conference grows 


JASON GONDZIOLA 


What began as a near-failure five 
years ago has mushroomed into a 
thriving annual event. 

The Canadian University 
Software Engineering Confer- 
ence (CUSEC) finished its fifth 
successful run at the Omni Hotel 
last weekend. Sponsored by 
Concordia, McMaster University 
and software companies 
Microsoft, Electronic Arts and 
gameloft, the theme of this year’s 
event was Engineering Useful 
Software. 

The conference has its roots in 
Concordia’s upstart software 
engineering program, which at 
the time of its inception had only 
17 students. 

“I was part of the first ever class 
of software engineering, recalls 
software engineering student and 
conference co-founder John 
Kopanas. “I was the head dele- 
gate for another conference, and I 
really didn’t enjoy it. I knew we 
could do a much better job” 

So he and other students from 
the program decided to start 
their own academic conference. 
It nearly flopped. Five days before 
the inaugural event they had only 
four delegates registered. The 
team set to work doing class pre- 
sentations and finding compa- 
nies to subsidize tickets. By the 
start of the conference, they had 


100 delegates. 
This year's crowd was even 
larger, according to Nadia 


Chaouch, the fourth-year 
Software Engineering student in 
charge of the conference website 
and registration. 

“It’s been going up throughout 
the years, from 100 in the first 
year to 225, just counting the stu- 
dents,’ she says. “We had very 
good keynotes, but also compared 
to previous years we had more 
corporate presenters. That helps 
a lot because people are interest- 
ed in them. People want to see 
things that they don’t learn in 
school.’ 

While he acknowledges that 
corporate presentations are an 
enticement for fellow students, 
Kopanas says that CUSEC sets 
itself apart from other confer- 
ences in that it leaves little space 
for companies to come in and 
toot their own horns. 

“They're allowed to give presen- 
tations, but their marketing peo- 
ple cannot, he _ explains. 
“Students don’t want to be sold. 
They want to hear from the 
trenches. It has to be software 
engineers from within the compa- 
ny who can offer something” 

Peter Grogono, Professor and 
Associate Chair in Computer 
Science, serves as the conference's 
advisor. He delivered this year’s 
keynote on modular concurrency, 
anew, highly abstracted program- 
ming paradigm. He says he is con- 
stantly impressed by the quality of 
speakers that the conference 
attracts. This year’s conference 
included presentations from tech- 





Hexagram extends beyond borders 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


“All kinds of people want to col- 
laborate with us? Mountain said. 
Centres that share Hexagram’s 
multi-disciplinary approach will 
be given priority. 

Goldsmith’s College explores 
research and creation in media 
technologies, and has recently 
added an MSc in Arts 
Computing to their program. 
The V2 Institute in the 
Netherlands was founded in 
1981 and is dedicated to arts, 
technology and social studies. 

These agreements will help 
Hexagram determine how to 
share and manage intellectual 
property in such partnerships. 
It’s an area that is unfamiliar to 
artists, so they need protocols. 

In the interim, informal rela- 


tions continue. Mountain said 
she was unable to participate 
when colleagues at the 
University of Western Sydney, 
Australia, recently extended an 
invitation. Instead, she suggest- 
ed they work with dance profes- 
sor and choreographer Michael 
Montanaro (see p. 7), another 
Hexagram researcher. He trav- 
elled there last month. 
Hexagram has local and fed- 


eral partners, including 
research foundations, govern- 
ment departments, public 


media and private partners like 
the Cirque du Soleil and the 
Daniel Langlois Foundation. It 
occupies facilities in 
Concordia’s EV building, at the 
corner of Ste. Catherine St. 
between Guy and MacKay Sts., 
and on the Loyola campus. 
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The student-founded CUSEC conference has just finished its fifth consecutive year. Pictured from left to right 
are organizers Ashraf Gaffar, Mark Pavlidis, Neeraj Mathrani, John Kopanas, Michel Parisien, Anmed Kamel and 


Nadia Chaouch. 


nology giants Autodesk, Motor- 
ola, SAP and IBM. 

“These are the top people who 
are well-known throughout the 
industry, he says. “They come talk 
to us and the students love it. Apart 
from giving the talk, they hang 
around and spend time with the 
students and answer questions.” 

This year's conference also fea- 
tured David Heinemeier Hans- 
son, the 2005 Google and 
O'Reilly's Open Source Best 


Hacker Award Recipient and 
founder of the Ruby on Rails web 
development framework. 

“He's probably the closest thing 
to a rock star in the internet 
world,’ Kopanas says. “He created 
a framework that has totally 
changed the way people develop 
websites.” 

The conference has been such 
a success that organizers have 
spun it out of the student body 
and into the hands of the 


Software Engineering Advance- 
ment Initiative (SOEN AI), an 
organization founded by 
Kopanas. It will take over confer- 
ence planning and focus on other 
means of boosting Canada’s soft- 
ware engineering community. 
Future events will include pod- 
casts, user groups and summer 
camps for coders. The organiza- 
tion also hopes to one day take 
this conference on the road and 
make it a truly national event. 


High-profile speakers stop by campus 
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Then Environment Minister 
Stéphane Dion (left) spoke at 
Concordia on Jan. 12 about the UN 
conference on climate change 
held in Montreal fast month. 

Dion said if the government 
reneges on its commitment to the 
Kyoto Protocol, as PM-designate 
Stephen Harper has suggested, it 
will be a black eye for Canada. 
The university has had a steady 
stream of interesting speakers 
lately. They included Paul 
Rusesabagina, whose dramatic 
story was featured in the film 
Hotel Rwanda, and then Prime 
Minister Paul Martin, who made an 
election speech on Jan. 14. 

On Feb. 1, humanitarian Jean 
Vanier speaks on the Loyola 
Campus for the Centre for the Arts 
in Human Development. 
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IN BRIEF 


Comparative Politics seminar 


The Department of Political 
Science, in collaboration with 
the Concordia-UQAM Chair in 
Ethnic Studies, will hold a semi- 
nar on Feb. 9 and 10 titled 
Citizenship and Representation in 
Comparative Perspective: A 
Seminar on Comparative Politics. 

It starts Thursday night at 7 
p.m. in H-1220 with a keynote 
speech by Jane Jenson of the 
Université de Montréal, called 
“The Many Faces of Citizenship” 

The following day will include 
presentations on Citizenship, 


Participation and Democratic 
Practices in Western Societies, The 
Political | Consequences of 
Decision-Making Rules, and State- 
Society Relations in the Developing 
World, among other topics. 

Among the Concordia partici- 
pants are Daniel Salée, Csaba 
Nikolenyi, Graham Dodds, 
Leander Schneider, Kimberley 
Manning and Arang Keshavar- 
zian. 

For a full program and more 
details, please contact André 
Lecours at ext. 4079. 


Gritty stuff on stage 


The next production by Theatre 
students is by George F. Walker, 
author of the tumultuous TV 
courtroom series This is 
Wonderland and writer of many 
prize-winning plays about the 
down-and-out. 

Criminals in Love is the first 
play in Walker's East End 
Chronicles series, which has 
received the Governor-General's 
Award and the Chalmers Award. 

The production is directed by 
Dean Fleming, the new artistic 


director of Geordie Productions. 

Criminals in Love is set in a 
tough part of Toronto. Junior's 
girlfriend, Gail, is trying to draw 
him away from his family of 
petty criminals, but his father 
gets him involved in a dubious 
project. How will he extricate 
himself? 

The production starts Feb. 9 at 
the Cazalet Theatre, underneath 
the Loyola Chapel. Tickets are 
$10 and $5 For details, please 
call the box offfice at 4742. 


Researchers have new web site 


The Association des chercheurs 
professionels du Québec 
(ACPQ), a lobby group started in 
2003 by three professors, has 
launched a_ website, at 
http://www. acpq.ca 

The organization says it repre- 
sents professional researchers 
who practice in Quebec. A com- 
muniqué explained: 


“ACPQ devotes its efforts to 
the creation, establishment and 
integration of a new profession 
for a unique class of public ser- 
vants called the professional 
researcher” 

The ACPQ intends to “reduce 
defection and entice students of 
talent who would otherwise con- 
template another career’ 


Ireland through a cameras lens 


The continent's largest Irish Film 
Festival, presented by Cine Gael 
Montreal, has once again cast its 
spell upon Concordia. The 14th 
annual event kicked off Jan. 20 
and continues until April 27. 

The first film featured was 
Mickbo and Me, a beautiful tale 
about two boys whose friendship 
transcends sectarian barriers in 
1970s Belfast. 

Next up on Feb. 10 is The Rocky 
Road to Dublin, which reveals a 
darker side of Ireland character- 
ized by repression, suppression 
and censorship. 

First released in 1968, it was 
shown once in Ireland and then 
kept under wraps for more than 
three decades until the director 


came out of retirement to reveal 
the secrets behind the making of 
this courageous film. 

All films are shown at the De 
Séve Cinema (LB 125) and cost 
$7. It's not too late to snag a 
membership, which at $30 enti- 
tles you to the remaining four 
regular films and to receive a $5 
discount on the weekend series 
and Gala closing. 

Members also receive first dibs 
on seating for all of the festival’s 
— usually sold-out — screenings. 
Films are shown at 7 p.m. on 
Friday nights. 

For more information about 
Cine Gael and its 2006 lineup, 
visit http://www.cinegaelmontre- 
al.com or call 481-3503. 


Greyson’s opera: 
ambivalent hero and 
AIDS activist 
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Zackie Achmat's character, from John Greyson's multimedia opera Fig Trees. His work is being reshot as a film 


KAREN HERLAND 





Video artist John Greyson is the 
first of 50 Concordia HIV/AIDS 
lecturers to be invited back. 
Judging by the crowd that packed 
H-110 on Jan. 19, his encore per- 
formance was warranted. 

Greyson’s talk’ covered his two 
decades of video art and activism. 

On the one hand, his work 
spans the artistic, social and sci- 
entific themes of the interdiscipli- 
nary course which the lecture 
series complements. 

On the other, his works reflects 
the evolution of AIDS art and 
activism over 20 years. Greyson 
was a member of the cultural 
committee created to present 
artistic works during the World 
Health Organization's AIDS con- 
ference held in Montreal in 1989. 

The first video clip he showed, 
taken from The World is Sick (sic), 
documented activists who storm- 
ed the stage at that conference to 
open the event in the name of 
people living with AIDS. “Now 
people with AIDS routinely open 
and close those conferences, 

This year's conference will be in 
Toronto, and once again Greyson 
is sitting on the cultural commit- 
tee. This time it’s in his home 
town, where he teaches film and 
video at York University. 

The 1989 committee had to 
work to find pieces representing 


different countries. In 2006 artis- 
tic expressions involving AIDS are 
globally institutionalized. Many 
countries have programming by 
people with HIV on their national 
broadcast networks. 

This shift from margin to main- 
stream is present in Greyson’s 
work, which he describes as 
explorations of “public activism 
and private fears.’ His early videos 
demystified homosexuality and 
demonstrated safer sex tech- 
niques for a gay male audience. 

But the bulk of his lecture con- 
cerned his 2003 work, Fig Trees, a 
multimedia opera that considers 
treatment and political issues in 
the story of Zackie Achmat, a 
South African man living with 
AIDS. Achmat’s decision to refuse 
treatment until medication was 
available to all who needed it 
made international headlines. 

Greyson’s work ranges from 
Zero Patience, “a fluffy discredited 
musical” about the roots of AIDS, 
to the sober and multilayered Fig 
Trees installation. He presented 
video excerpts of the installation, 
which he is remaking as a film to 
reach a wider audience. 

The words of the pieces per- 
formed in Fig Trees were “plucked 
with a yellow highlighter” from 
news clippings and Achmat’s 
speeches. 

Greyson was conscious of the 
dictum that “opera must be tragic 


and tragic opera must end in 
death” Yet his work challenges 
that relationship when Achmat 
rejects both death and the role of 
hero by ending his treatment 
strike. Life imitated art as Achmat 
began taking medication because 
of government policy changes at 
almost the same time that Fig 
Trees opened. 

Greyson has shown some 
excerpts to Achmat, who remains 
ambivalent about his own role as 
hero/martyr for the cause. The 
two have discussed the contradic- 
tions inherent in the fact that 
“audiences want movements to be 
represented by individuals’ 

Although this work has a differ- 
ent texture from his earlier pieces, 
Greyson explained that his prac- 
tice of subverting, reversing, and 
redefining pop cultural and media 
expressions remains constant. His 
pieces take traditional forms of 
expression, the musical, the music 
video, opera and rework them to 
deconstruct their meanings and 
invest them with new ones. 

He concluded by saying “each 
form I chose was intended to inter- 
vene in the time in which it was 
made’ Reviewing his work, he is 
aware that although pop music is a 
seductive tool to use to make a 
statement, it becomes stale quickly. 

The opera is immune to similar 
transience, “because it’s not very 
popular,’ he joked. 
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FINE ARTS 


VAV Gallery 
Student-run gallery in the Visual Arts Building, 1395 
René-Lévesque W. Blvd. Http://www.vavgallery.com 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. LB-165. Free 
admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 4750. 
Http://ellengallery.concordia.ca 

+ WE CAN MAKE RAIN BUT NO ONE CAME TO ASK: DOCU- 
MENTS FROM THE ATLAS GROUP ARCHIVE 


Jan. 26 — March 4. The Atlas Group Archive was created 
by Walid Raad to research and address the contemporary 
history of Lebanon and, in particular, the recent 
Lebanese wars. Works by Raad and various collaborators 
are in the form of videos, documents, photographs, 
montages and performances. This archive, which blurs 
the line between fiction and fact, addresses issues of 
memory, historical truth and the representation of the 
event. Organized by Michéle Thériault. 

Thought Bubble Theatre 

presents Babymaking, a new play by Concordia alumna 
Jeanie Keogh. An earnest ob-gyn medical student and a 
vivacious actress and avid environmentalist are in love, 
lust, infatuated, and in trouble. When she gets preg- 
nant, he celebrates. She struggles. The prognosis: a cou- 
ple with a lot in store. Jan. 25 — Feb. 5, Mon. — Wed. at 
8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. in the Geordie Space, 4001 
Berri (corner Duluth). Tickets $12, $10 for students and 
seniors. 


Canadian Centre for Architecture 
On now, the exhibition Empire evokes the relationship 
between architecture and power, the photographs of 
Washington by contemporary artist John Gossage are 
juxtaposed with images of Egypt taken by Hermann 
Vogel in 1868. Until March 12. At the CCA, 1920 rue 
Baile 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke W. Box office: Monday to 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 4848. 
For full listing of events: Http://oscar.concordia.ca 


Dr. Jean Vanier: Finding Peace 

Dr. Vanier will address the relationship of the individual 
and the community to finding peace on a personal and 
international level. Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. A panel discussion 
with Stephen Snow (Creative Arts Therapies), Arpi 
Hamalian (Education), Nigel Rapport (Sociology and 
Anthropology) and Dr. Katherine Moxness (West 
Montreal Readaptation Centre) will follow. Admission is 
free but tickets are required and are available at the Info 
Desk in the Hall Building lobby, the Dean of Students 
office at Loyola, or by calling 848-8619. 


Roots of Rock & Roll Concert 

Rock Around the Clock: Rock and Roll’s Golden Age with 
Craig Morrison & the Momentz and guests. Feb. 3 at 

8 p.m. Tickets at the box office andat Admission: $9 for 
adults, $6 for seniors, $4 for students (service charges 
applicable). 


Young, Gifted and Black 

The Love Triangle Foundation presents this celebration 
of Black History Month and our youth, featuring posi- 
tively reinforcing expressions in drama, music, dance 
and spoken word. Feb. 4, 8 p.m. Produced by Conscious 
Groove Productions. Tickets at the box office and at 
Admission: $20 for adults, $15 for students (service 
charges applicable). For more info, call 918-3352. 


EuCuE Series 

A selection of stereo and multi-channel works presented 
by the Concordia University Department of Music. Feb. 8 
at8p.m., Feb. 9-10 at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Free admission. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


Arabic Film: The Message 

The Arabic program of the Department of Classics, 
Modern Languages and Linguistics in association with 
Calame.ca and Association Le Tiers presents the monthly 
Gne-seminar, an homage to the Syrian director 
Moustafa Akkad, and a screening of his film The 
Message: The Story of Islam (1976). Jan. 27 at 5:30 
p.m. in H-1013. Free admission. 

Fine Arts Portfolio Day 

Presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, NSCAD University 
and Emily Carr Institute, who will review artwork, offer 


critique, discuss university plans, and share information 
about their schools. Jan. 28 from 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. in 
the EV Complex. There will be also be tours of the build- 
ing, presentations by different departments, print sales 
and more. For more info, call ext. 848-2424 ext. 4649 or 
visit http://www.portfoliodayinmontreal.com 

Peace & Conflict Resolution Series 
presents the “Folding Together’ Peace-Building Project,” 
an exhibit of origami pieces created by Palestinian and 
Israeli Children. Feb. 6-8 on the Hall mezzanine. Co- 
ordinated by Louis Cuccia, of the Department of 
Chemistry and Science College. 

Cinema Politica 

Screenings start at 7:30 p.m and take place in H-110. 


+ WAL-TOWN SHORT & CZECH DREAM 

Jan. 30. Get a 10 min. preview of Canadian filmmaker 
Sergeo Kirby's new film about the Wal-Town tour. Next, 
Czech Dream documents the largest consumer hoax the 
Czech Republic has ever seen. Fimmakers Filip Remunda 
and Vit Klusak explore the psychological and manipula- 
tive powers of consumerism by creating an ad campaign 
for something that doesn’t exist. 

+ BUS 174 

Feb. 6. Bus 174 is a careful investigation of the hijack of 
a bus in Ri o de Janeiro, based onextensive research of 
stock footage, interviews and official documents. It tells 
the life story of the hijacker, revealing how a typical Rio 
street kid was transformed into a violent criminal 
because society systematically denied him any kind of 
Night Stop 

The Peace and Conflict Resolution Film Series presents 
this film by Licinio Azevedo. Night Stop charts a series of 
stories about the lives of women who wait for the arrival 
of truck drivers at an overnight station In Mozambique, 
where more than 30 per cent of the population is HIV 
positive. Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. in H-110. 


University of the Streets Café 
presents a teleconference, “To live, love and work 
amongst Mennonites: A First Nations Man's Perspective.” 
The Mennonites’ long-standing relationship with First 
Nations has led to the Mennonite Central Committee's 
(MCC) unique initiative to dismantle racism and build 
bridges with communities across North America. In this 
teleconference, and learn about commonalities and 
challenges in developing good relationships between 
Mennonite and First Nations communities. Feb. 23 at 

1 p.m. Conversation lasts one hour. For more info and to 
register, visit http://univcafe.concordia.ca 

WHMIS Training Session 

Protect yourself from hazardous chemicals by familiariz- 
ing yourself with the Workplace Hazardous Materials 
Information System (WHMIS) legislation, which covers 
compressed gas, toxic and infectious material, danger- 
ously reactive material and more. Jan. 31 from 9:30 
a.m. — 12:30 p.m. in H-771. Open to faculty, staff and 
students. To register, call the Environmental Health & 
Safety Office at ext. 4356. 


Habitat for Humanity 

Would you like to build houses and your understanding 
of housing issues? Habitat for Humanity is a program 
dedicated to the elimination of poverty housing by 
building homes in partnership with families in need. For 
more information or to get involved with the Concoria 
Chapter, email habitat@alcor.concordia.ca 
Canadian Centre for Architecture 
presents Blind Spot, a documentary series inspired by 
the exhibition Sense of the City that explores the 
extraordinary lives of city dwellers. Films start at 6 p.m. 
admission is free but seating is limited. At the CCA, 1920 
Rue Baile. 


+ ZHANG'S DINER 

Feb. 6. Mika Koskinen’s film describes the life of two 
villagers who leave Northeastern China in search of a 
better life in Beijing where they open a small diner in a 
run-down neighbourhood. Mandarin version, English 
subtitles. 


+ OSCAR 

Feb. 9. Oscar is a taxi driver in Buenos Aires who rebels 
against the bombardment of advertising by transform- 
ing billboards with his own collages and drawings. 
Spanish version with English subtitles. Directed by 
Sergio Morkin. 

Concordia Toastmasters Club 

You can master skills to help you formulate and express 
your ideas, improve your ability to listen and evaluate 
other people's ideas. We can help you get rid of that 
Nervousness when you are asked to speak, all done in a 


Monday evening. For more _ information: 
Hittp://www.angelfire.com/co/TOASTM or contact Susan 
Ehret at 637-0190, susanehret@sympatico.ca 


LECTURES 


Concordia HIV/AIDS Series 
All lectures are free of admission and take place at 
6 p.m. in H-110, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West. 


+ PATRICK CALIFIA 

Jan. 26. The internationally renowned radical and author 
of many fiction and non-fiction books on the politics of 
sexuality and gender will speak about “Risk —Taking 
Behaviour and HIV Prevention/Education in Two Sexual 
Minorities (Transgendered people and BDSM Community 
Members)". His lecture will be a cautionary manifesto 
linking the socio-cultural practice of safer sex within the 
SM community and the larger political context of U.S. 
government policy around AIDS and sexuality. 
Sociology & Anthropology 
Seminar Series 

Sima Aprahamian, Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Sociology and Anthropology at Concorida, will discuss 
“Anthropology and ‘Racism’ in the Name of Science.” Feb. 
1 from 4:30 — 6 p.m. in H-1120. All are welcome. 
Beckett-Baxter Memorial Lecture 
The Mary Ann Beckett-Baxter lecture offers undergradu- 
ate and graduate students in the Studio Arts department 
an opportunity to meet, learn from, and network with 
Brazilian curator, writer and professor of architecture 
Agnaldo Farias. He will discuss new and contemporary 
Brazilian art. Feb. 2, 6 — 8 p.m. in VA 210. Reception to 
follow from 8 — 9 p.m. in the Bourget Building (MF 108: 
1230 Mountain St.). 

Fine Arts presents Nina Czegledy 
Meet Fine Art’s newest adjunct associate professor. In her 
lecture, “Sans Frontiéres: Existence on the Threshold of 
Dreams and Reality,” Czegledy will describe the miracle- 
making activities of a media artist. Feb, 14 from 11:30 to 
1 p.m. in £V6.735. The presentation charts borderless 
collaborations from Budapest to Beijing, ranging over the 
last two decades. 

Defiant Imagination Series 

Presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts. All lectures start at 
6 p.m. See listings for details. 

+ KEVIN AUSTEN 

Feb, 15. Concordia music professor Kevin Austen will 
deliver a lecture entitled “Sound Ideas: The Ineffabilities 
of Sounds and Music.” In English at the York 
Amphitheatre, room 615 in the EV Complex (1515 Ste. 
Catherine St. W.). 

+ JOEY BERZOWSKA 

Feb. 22. Berzowska, a professor of Design and 
Computation Arts and Hexagram researcher, will discuss 
her work in the lecture “Soft Computation and 
Responsive Fashion.” In French at the Montreal Museum 
of Contemporary Art, 185 Ste. Catherine St. W. 


SELF HELP & 
SUPPORT 


Counselling and Development 

Offers services to both undergraduate and graduate stu- 
dents on an individual basis as well as in groups. 
Students will benefit from counselling services, student 
learning services, career services, and those provided by 
the New Student Programme Office and the Student 
Success Centre. Services are provided by professional 
staff and on both campuses. For more info., visit 
http://cdev.concordia.ca 

Employee Assistance Program 

A voluntary, confidential counselling and information 
service available 24/7 to all employees eligible for 
health benefits at Concordia, including their immediate 
families. English Services: 1-800-361-4765. French 
Services: 1-800-387-5676. Visit the EAP web site at: 
http://eap.concordia.ca 

Legal Information Services 

Offers free, confidential, information and assistance to 
all students, faculty and staff at Concordia. Classes or 
working during the day? We're open every Wednesday 
until 8 p.m. For more info., call ext. 4960 or visit 
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/legalinformationser- 
vices . Visits by appointment only. 

Student Success Centre 

Can help all Concordia students achieve their goals and 
can provide access to services on both campuses aimed 
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at promoting personal and academic success. Come in to 
speak with one of the Student Success mentors or sign up 
for workshops, writing assistance, and more. Visit 
http://studentsuccess.concordia.ca for info. 

Peer Support Program 

Stressed about assignments? Frantic about finances? 
Emotional worries? The Peer Support Program is open! We 
are students who are here for other students to listen, give 
information and refer! Downtown: Monday - Thursday, 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Annex Z (2090 Mackay), Room 05. At 
Loyola: Tuesdays, 12-4 p.m. in the Guadagni Lounge. 
Drop in and check us out! Or phone 848-2424 ext. 2859. 





MULTI-FAITH 
CHAPLAINCY 


SCHEDULE OF EUCHARISTS (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE 
LOYOLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 11 a.m., Tues., Wed. and Fri. 
at 12:05 p.m. Mon. and Thurs. Communion at 12:05 
p.m. 

Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 

A vegan meal served in a welcoming atmosphere, with 
great community and conversations. Drop by between 5 


and 7 p.m. in Annex Z, Room 105-106. Mother Hubbard 


asks for a donation of $2 to restock her cupboards. For 
more information or if you would like to volunteer, con- 
tact Ellie Hummel on ext. 3590 or at 
mohubbs@alcor.concordia.ca 


Zen Meditation 

With Mydké, Buddhist Associate Chaplain. Every 
Thursday in Annex Z (2090 MacKay St.). Instruction for 
beginners at 11:45 a.m. Sitting from 12 - 1 p.m. 
Optional question and discussion period from 1 — 1:30 
p.m. For more information, call 842-3648. 





TEACHING SERVICES 


CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services organizes a 
series of workshops for faculty and teaching assistants to 
enhance their teaching skills. For a full list of workshops 
and registration, call ext. 2495 or visit http://teaching.con- 
cordia.ca/workshops/ 

+ TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE 

being used at Concordia. Lear how to use a Tablet PC, a 
new type of pen computer that allows you to use the 
computer like a white board, as well as Camtasia, an easy 
to use screen capturing and editing software program for 
recording and editing lectures. Jan. 31 from 10 a.m. — 12 
p.m. in H-447. 


+ DEVELOPING CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

Critically evaluate different assessment methods and 
leam to develop an assessment strategy that is aligned 
with your course objectives. Feb. 15 from 10 a.m. — 12 
p.m. in AD 210 (Loyola). 


Mature Student Mentor Program 
Advice about school, referrals, or a friendly ear. New 
mature students can meet with a CMS mentor one-on- 
one throughout the year, by appointment or on a drop-in 
basis. Contact Brigeen Badour or Nelly Trakas at ext. 3890. 
Word Processing 

Tape transcription, term papers, manuscripts, CVs. Near 
Atwater and Souvenir. Call Carole at 937-8495. 
Experienced Tutor Available 

Effective and affordable tutoring that gets results. Courses 
tutored indude all introductory science and math courses 
as well as, organic | & Il, analytical | & II, biophysical and 
inorganic chemistry, and many others. Flexible hours. 
Email darlook@canada.com 
Math/Physics/Stats tutoring 

McGill math/physics grad and Concordia Masters student 
in Education with over four years of experience available 
to tutor for many courses and grade levels, including high 
school maths and sciences; CEGEP and university: linear 
algebra, calculus (I, Il, lll, advanced), intro stats and prob., 
intro physics and chemistry. Call Cyril Anderson at 321- 
7528 or email cyril_anderson@hotmail.com 

GMAT Preparation Seminars 

Want to pass your GMAT? Prep seminars start soon. For 
info, visit http://www.advantagemontrealseminars.com 





APARTMENTS 


5 min. from Loyola 
Room for rent with adjacent, heated sunporch in semi- 
attached house that is shared with two other people. 








Rent includes heat, electricity and cable hookup. 
$390/mo. negotiable, available immediately for respon- 
sible non-smoker. Call 481-9461. 

Plateau condo for rent 

Responsible tenant sought for two-bedroom unit on the 
third floor of a quiet building on Park Ave. Near all 
amenities, short bus ride to downtown and universities. 
$1,000/mo., plus utilities. Fumished or unfurnished, 
negotiable. No smokers or pets, please. Call 271-6665 
or email bgmmti@sympatico.ca 

For prof or mature student 
Newly-constructed in-law suite with living room, 
kitchen and closed bedroom for rent. Steps from Loyola 
Campus. Garden, lots of natural light, private entrance 
and intercom system. For a quiet non-smoker, perfect 
for a mature graduate student or professor. $550.mo 
includes heat and hydro. Available immediately. Call 
(450) 458-1515. 


Room in NDG Condo 

Room in 8 1/2condo with yard. Close to Snowdon and 
Villa Maria Metro. 4 bdr., 2 bath. on 2 levels. Wireless 
internet, heating, electricity, washer, dryer and dish- 
washer included. $500/mo. negotiable, available imme- 
diately. Email jhinesO1@hotmail.com 
Responsible person required 

Medical resident seeks someone to occasionally assist 
with picking his 2.5 year-old son up and dropping him 
off at daycare (across from the Children’s Hospital) in 
exchange for free rent. Some food also included. Your 
room is fully furnished. You must own a car and be very 
responsible. Wireless Internet, heating, electricity, wash- 
er, dryer and dishwasher included. Email jhines01 @hot- 
mail.com 

Mile End Condo for Sublet 
Three-bedroom unit. Furnished with antiques, freshly 
painted, with refinished wood floors. Parking and out- 
door garden. All new appliances. Suitable for profession- 
als, visiting professors, etc. Available between now and 
September. $2,000/mo. includes everything: Internet, 
phone, heating, electricity and cable. Phone Catherine at 
967-9008 or email cdawe@videotron.ca 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Seeks French Language Exchange 
Montreal couple, originally from France, seek English 
immersion for their 15-year old son during the winter 
break from Feb. 24- March 13. Willing to exchange visits 
for teenager seeking French immersion in Montreal. 
Contact Maie or Patrick at 596-3945 or email 
fortilar@ca.inter.net 

Learn Italian in Florence 

Michelangelo Language School, a private school for for- 
eigners, is located in a 15th century palace in historic 
Florence, Italy. This year’s trip is from May 27 — June 25 
(4 weeks with 80 hours of lessons). Approximate cost is 
$1,500 for tuition and accommodation. Deadline for 
registration is March 31. For more information, contact 
Josée Di Sano at 488-1778 or studyitalian@hotmail.com 


Phobia research study 

The Fear and Anxiety Disorders Lab on the Loyola 
Campus is seeking individuals for a psychology study 
investigating a component of treatment for phobia. You 
will be compensated $10 for your time. This research is 
supervised by Dr. Adam S. Radomsky. For more info, call 
Rana at 848-2424 ext. 2199 or email her at 
anxlab@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Study on acne and distress 

Distress can often accompany and contribute to acne. If 
you are 18 or older, have taken at least one prescription 
acne drug, yet still suffer from acne-related emotional 
distress, you are eligible for a study of psychological 
techniques for decreasing distress. Compensation of 
$100 for a study involving two laboratory visits and 
about 15 min. of daily exercises over two weeks. For 
more info, contact Dr. Zuroff at McGill University’s 
Psychology Department, 398-7425 or 
acne_research@hotmail.com. 

Books and furniture for sale 
Brand-new solid wood computer desk, $120 (nego- 
tiable); 27” Panasonic TV, brand new, $75; Dark oak 
dresser, $80; Small table, $40, Wine rack, $80. Call 
487-6035 for details. Also, Psychology books for sale as 
well as hard and soft cover fiction and non-fiction books. 
Email cryder_2001@yahoo.com for listing. 









For more listings, visit 
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Stingers right-winger Joey D'Amico and UQTR’s Jonathan Lessard ina 
game on Jan. 15. Concordia lost the game 6-0. The team plays games on 
Jan. 27 and 28 in Toronto against U of T and Ryerson. 


Holding court 
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Guard Sonia Le Goff fights for the ball with Bishop's player Alana 
Korczynski. The Stingers lost that game 56-39, and two subsequent 
games against Laval (83-60) and UQAM (51-36). They play at Bishop's and 
UQAM this weekend. 










The men's basketball team is on a winning streak. Above, Stingers’ forward Patrick Perrotte and Jean-Philippe Morin of 
sixth-ranked Laval in a game Jan. 20, which Concordia won 91-76. It was a significant win, sending the Stingers into first 
place in Quebec. They also beat UQAM 106-76 on Jan. 21. Their next home game is Feb. 3, when they face Laval again. 


0 





Don't miss our 


pen House! 


Saturday, January 28, 2006, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 





Sit George Williams Campus: Loyola Campers: 

1400 de Maisonneuve Bhd. W. 7141 Sherbrooke Street West 
Montreal, Quebec {Metro Guy-Concerdia) Montreal, Quebec (Metro Vendée) 
http://connect2concordia.ca openhouse@concordia.ca 
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